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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 


Examiner's Amendment 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Jean-Paul Nasser on 8 August 2006. 

In claim 1 , lines 8-10, "interferometer capable of employing interferometer 
techniques capable of detecting said reflected laser beam and determining" was 
changed to -interferometer that employs interferometer techniques to detect said 
reflected laser beam and determine-. 

In claim 2, line 2, "said detector capable of was changed to -said detector for-. 

In claim 5, lines 1-2, "processor is capable of producing" was changed to - 
processor produces-. 

In claim 8, lines 1-2, "said processor is capable of analyzing" was changed to - 
said processor analyzes-. 

In claim 9, lines 1-2, "said processor is capable of analyzing" was changed to - 
said processor analyzes-. 

In claim 10, lines 1-2, "said processor is capable of comparing" was changed to - 
said processor compares-. 
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All changes were made to clarify tliat the processor actually perfonns the 
processing steps involved, and is not merely capable of doing so. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see applicant's response, filed 5 July 2006, with respect 
to claims 1-2, 4-13, and 15-20 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The 
rejection of claims 1-2, 4-13, and 15-20 has been withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record fails to anticipate or make obvious the structure of claims 

I- 2 and 4-10, including, inter-alia, an apparatus comprising a laser interferometer 
detector and associated techniques to detemnine the velocity of skin surface movement. 

The prior art of record fails to anticipate or make obvious the method of claims 

II- 13 and 15-20, including, inter-alia, using a laser interferometer and associated 
techniques to measure the movement of a skin suri'ace. 

Khair (US Patent 6533729) discloses a method and apparatus for measuring a 
patient's blood pressure comprising directing a laser source at the patient's skin and 
using the reflected laser beam to monitor the movement of the skin's surface in order to 
measure the patient's systolic and diastolic blood pressure. Khair does not disclose the 
use of a laser interferometer or laser interferometer techniques. 


Application/Control Number: 1 0/748.923 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3735 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 


Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Karen E. Toth whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6824. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Mamior, II can be reached on 571-272-4730. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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